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HONORABLE TREACHERY 
A History of U.S. Intelligence, 

Espionage, and Covert Action from the 
American Revolution to the CIA 

By G J.A. O'Toole 

Atlantic Monthly Press. 591 pp. $29.95 

THE OLD BOYS 

The American Elite and the 

Origins of the CIA 

By Burton Hersh 
Scribner's. 536 pp. $29.95 

By Byron Farwell 

J ULIA CHILD was a U.S. spy in China? The records are 
still sealed, but it appears doubtful that she was cooking 
chow mein while employed at the OSS office in Chung- 
king during the Second World War. She is but one of 
many unlikely people whom GJA O'Toole names in this 
splendidly written, impeccably researched, and perfectly fas- * 

Byron FarweU's latest books are "Armies of the Raj ” and the 
forthcoming " Stonewall : A Biography of Thomas Jackson. ” 




cinating history of American involvement in the black arts 
from the days of George Washington to the Cuban missile cri- 
sis. . ♦ ’ ’ « I. 

Some of the characters, particularly such famous Civil War 
spies as Allan Pinkerton, Rose Greenhow, and perhaps even 
that daring young balloonist, “Professor'* Thaddeus S.C. Lowe, 
may be well known, but the story of the first U.S. covert op- 
eration, performed by William Eaton in North Africa, is prob- 
ably unfamiliar to most. 

Because a Barbary Coast pirate named Yusuf Karamanli 
was holding American seamen — including 307 naval officers 
and men — as slaves and demanding an enormous ransom,. 
Eaton, with his government's blessing, formed a mercenary' 
army in Egypt, marched it across the desert, and with some 
help from guns from U.S. warships, captured one of Kara- 
manli's chief ports and prepared to replace the blackguard 
with a more amiable emir. This successful operation was, 
aborted, however, by pusillanimous American negotiators.^ 
who agreed to pay a reduced ransom and abandoned both, 
Eaton's army and the amiable emir. j 

A more amusing account, and indicative of the state of the 
cryptologist's art in America 80 —Continued on page 10 
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